
April 1, 2025 

Dear Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency,  

     This is a request for clarification regarding responsibilities and authorities for the Yakima 
Regional Clean Air Agency Board of Directors and for the YRCAA Executive Director/Air 
Pollution Control Officer (APCO) with respect to legal actions. The public needs this 
clarification because the YRCAA is currently engaged in litigation that will impact us – 
litigation that will impact air quality west of the City of Yakima, will impact implementation 
of the WA State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) in Yakima County, and will impose costs 
on taxpayers. 

     Specifically, we ask who has responsibility and authority for oversight of YRCAA General 
Counsel – the YRCAA Board of Directors, or the YRCAA Executive Director/APCO. 

Past responsibilities and authorities 

On November 9, 2023, the YRCAA board approved renewal of a Resolution Delegating 
Authority to (YRCAA) Officials. That resolution delineated responsibilities and authorities 
for the YRCAA Executive Director, Public Records Officer, Auditing and Investment Officers, 
and for the YRCAA Board of Directors. (See Attachment 1)  

Responsibility and authority for the board included, “oversee(ing) the work of the Executive 
Director and General Counsel.”  

Due to a change in staff, the YRCAA Executive Director submitted a newer version of this 
resolution to the board on January 11, 2024. (See Attachment 2) This new version omitted 
responsibilities and authorities. According to minutes for that January 2024 board meeting, 
the ED stated, “prior delegations included roles and responsibilities for board members, 
but these have been removed and are expected to reappear in a future board conduct 
document that will be presented at a later date.”  

On November 14, 2024, the YRCAA board approved another similar update that likewise 
omitted roles and responsibilities for staff or the board. (See Attachment 3) 

A board conduct document has apparently been forgotten. There is currently no 
enumeration of the responsibilities and authorities for either the YRCAA Board or for YRCAA 
staff.  

Other Rules & Regulations that address oversight of General Counsel 

The YRCAA Administrative Code Part A does not address overseeing the work of the 
Executive Director or of General Counsel in section 1.1 Powers and Duties of the Board of 
Directors. 



The YRCAA Administrative Code Part A states in sections 3.4 and 3.5: 

The Board shall appoint an Executive Director (Director) who shall have the primary 
duty and responsibility for the day-to-day operations of the agency, including but not 
limited to, fiscal responsibilities, administrative oversight, and employee 
appointment and termination. 

Pursuant to RCW 70.94.170 the Board shall appoint an Air Pollution Control Officer 
to implement and enforce the Federal and State Clean Air Acts (statutes) and the 
rules, regulations and policies pursuant to the statutes. This position and that of the 
Executive Director are usually occupied by the same person.  

YRCAA Regulation 1, under Section 1.05 Roles and Responsibilities, states that the YRCAA 
Board has power to “Approve legal action.”  

YRCAA Regulation 1 does not authorize the Air Pollution Control Officer/Executive Director 
to hire General Counsel, to oversee the work of General Counsel, or to approve legal 
action. 

Request 

And so, we ask: Who has responsibility for oversight of YRCAA General Counsel? Who has 
the authority to approve legal action? Who is answerable to the citizens for YRCAA legal 
action? 

We need to know because legal errors have repercussions. For example, in the current 
filings before the WA State Pollution Control Hearings Board, the YRCAA told the PCHB that 
public hearings were held concerning the DTG Limited Purpose Landfill. This was incorrect. 
This was an untrue statement in a legal document. Who bears responsibilities when 
mistakes such as this are made?  

Who should citizens contact with this information and what sort of response can we expect 
when we bring similar concerns to the table? 

Sincerely, 

 

Jean Mendoza 

3142 Signal Peak Road                                                                                                                                           
White Swan, WA 98952 

 



Attachment 1 from the November 2023 Board Packet Board of Directors' Packet 

 

https://www.yakimacleanair.org/site/files/file_manager/page/shared/November_2023_Board_Packet1.pdf


 



 

From the November 2023 YRCAA Board Minutes Board of Directors' Packet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yakimacleanair.org/site/files/file_manager/page/shared/November_2023_Board_Packet1.pdf


Attachment 2 from the January 2024 YRCAA Board Meeting Board of Directors' Packet 

 

 

https://www.yakimacleanair.org/site/files/file_manager/page/shared/Board_of_Directors_January_2024.pdf


From January 2024 Board Minutes February_2024_Board_Packet.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.yakimacleanair.org/site/files/file_manager/page/shared/February_2024_Board_Packet.pdf


Attachment 3 from the November 2024 Board Meeting 2024-11-14_Board_Packet.pdf 

 

https://www.yakimacleanair.org/site/files/file_manager/page/shared/2024-11-14_Board_Packet.pdf

